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Frequently asked questions about the SprachFit programme 

 

What is SprachFit?  

A good start is crucial. SprachFit is a supplementary language support programme that 
begins in pre-school and continues throughout primary school. SprachFit aims to support 
children who need extra help with developing their language skills so they can keep up 
in school. 

How does SprachFit work?  

SprachFit consists of five pillars and is a targeted support programme for all children who 
require additional help developing their language skills. 

Pillar 1 takes place in pre-school or primary school and includes mandatory language 
support for children in need of assistance in the year before school starts. 

Pillar 2 takes place in primary school and includes junior classes, supplementary 
language support lessons in Years 1 and 2, language support courses in Years 3 and 4, 
learning courses incorporating the child’s heritage language, and the gradual 
introduction of general language education in all primary schools.  

Pillar 3 takes place in pre-school and focuses on strengthening language learning and 
development in everyday life. 

Pillar 4 takes place in primary school and includes ‘Learning with Momentum’.  The 
‘Learning with Momentum’ support programme helps pupils improve their basic skills 
and strengthen their social-emotional skills. 

Pillar 5 takes place in primary school and involves expanding the multi-professional 
teams as part of the ‘Starting Opportunities Programme’. The Starting Opportunities 
Program (SCP) offers targeted support for schools facing particular challenges and thus 
actively contributes to promoting educational equity. 

What does supplementary language support in the year before school starts 
involve?  

If a child in pre-school shows a significant need for language development support 
during the school readiness assessment (ESU 1), they will be obliged to participate in a 
supplementary language support programme in the year before starting school. The 
supplementary language support programme consists of four lessons per week at the 
child’s pre-school or primary school. It is conducted by primary school teachers, SprachFit 
teachers or qualified preschool staff.   

 

 

https://www.wegweiser-bw.de/fileadmin/PDF/Material/ESU/Die_Einschulungsuntersuchung_ESU_eng-GB.pdf
https://www.wegweiser-bw.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Infoblatt_Sprachf%C3%B6rderung_Englisch.pdf
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From the 2027/28 school year onwards, the school management will decide whether a 
child's participation is compulsory. Until then, participation may only be recommended. 

 

 

        ESU Supplementary language 
support in the year before 

school starts 

 

Will language support groups be set up in all primary schools and pre-schools?  

No. State education authorities will set up language support groups for pre-schoolers in 
such a way that they are within a reasonable distance for the children. 

When does participation in the language support programme become compulsory 
for designated pre-schoolers?  

Participation in the language support programme in the year before starting school will 
only become compulsory once the programme has been launched statewide in the 
2027/2028 school year. Until then, participation is voluntary and based on 
recommendation. 

How are the children’s language support needs assessed?  

The basis for identifying children in need of language support is usually a school medical 
assessment of language development carried out by the health authority as part of the 
school readiness assessment (ESU 1). 

Where does the language support programme take place?  

The language support programme in the year before starting school comprises four 
lessons per week and takes place either at a primary school or pre-school. The local 
education authority determines where the language support groups are located. The 
agreement of the provider is required for the language support programme to be held 
at a pre-school. 

What about children who do not attend pre-school?  

All children, including those who do not attend a pre-school, undergo a school readiness 
assessment (ESU). If the school management determines that a child requires language 
support, the four supplementary language support lessons in the year before starting 
school will be compulsory for these children, if they are legally required to attend school 
from 1 August 2027. 
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Junior classes 

What is a junior class?  

A junior class is an additional, compulsory school year preceding primary school for 
children who need significant support in language development and/or in other 
developmental areas (cognitive, motor, socio-emotional) to prepare them for successful 
participation in Year 1. 

Junior classes are established in primary schools by the lower school supervisory 
authority in consultation with the school management as primary school classes 
comprising 25 hours per week and a class size of 12 to 20 pupils. 

Who decides whether the child attends a junior class?  

The decision on whether a child is to attend a junior class is taken by the school 
management as part of the enrolment process. The decision is based on a 
comprehensive overall evaluation. This includes observations from the cooperating 
teacher, the language support teacher (if the child participated in language support 
before starting school), and the results of the chool readiness assessment (ESU). 
Furthermore, the school may invite the child to undergo an educational assessment or 
request an expert opinion from the health department. 

The final decision on a child's admission to the junior class rests with the school 
management of the junior class. 

In the school years 2026/2027 and 2027/2028, the school management may recommend 
attendance at the junior class. The parents decide whether the child attends the junior 
class. From the 2028/2029 school year onwards, the school management will decide 
whether it is compulsory for a child to attend the junior class. 

What is the difference between a primary school remedial class and junior class?  

Primary school remedial classes are a voluntary programme for children who have been 
held back a year; their participation is decided by the parents. The support and 
supervision time for primary school remedial classes is 22 lessons;  they are not entitled 
to full-day education and supervision, and there is no binding framework concept or 
qualification measure for the staff in these claseses. 

Junior classes are regular classes at primary schools. From the 2028/2029 school year 
onwards, the management of the district primary school will decide on participation in 
the junior class. Until then, participation may only be recommended. From 2028/2029 
onwards, there will no longer be a deferment option for children whose support needs 
require them to attend the junior class to be able to fully participate in the primary school 
curriculum. They will then attend junior classes comprising 25 lessons, in classes with 12 
- 20 pupils, and are entitled to full-day teaching and supervision. Junior classes are subject 
to Schulpflicht (compulsory school attendance).  
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The junior class is based on the ‘Education Programme for Junior Classes in Baden-
Württemberg’, which sets out the developmental areas to be supported. Staff working in 
the junior class undergo a training programme and work on behalf of SprachFit in the 
role of primary school teachers, with a corresponding salary. 

What is the difference between a preparatory class and a junior class?  

Children from non-German-speaking backgrounds with limited German language skills, 
whose support needs primarily arise from not yet having been able to acquire the 
necessary level of German (especially due to recent relocation), attend a preparatory 
class or a regular class with supplementary language support in a preparatory course 
(partially integrative or fully integrative concept). Should these children not yet be ready 
for school for reasons other than insufficient German language skills, attending a junior 
class may still be considered. 

In a preparatory class, the lessons primarily focus on developing proficiency in the 
German language, subject-specific vocabulary and school-based techniques and working 
methods. It prepares pupils for lessons and integration into regular classes and is closely 
aligned with them. The main focus of the support is on teaching German language skills, 
democratic education and, where required, all subjects of the regular class. A preparatory 
class comprises 10 - 24 pupils with at least 14 lessons per week. 

A junior class is attended by school-age children with support needs in language 
development and/or cognitive, motor and socio-emotional development. The aim of the 
junior classes is to support the development of the children admitted to them so that, by 
the end of the respective school year at the latest, their readiness to start school and 
learning has developed sufficiently to enable a transition to Year 1. These classes are 
designed to prepare pupils for school, so that they can fully participate in the primary 
school curriculum or acquire the necessary prerequisites in the learning and 
development areas outlined in the educational programme for junior classes. A junior 
class comprises 12- 20 pupils, with 25 lessons per week. 

What will happen to the existing primary school remedial classes?  

Primary school remedial classes will be discontinued from 1 August 2026 and replaced 
by junior classes. 

What measures are in place for children who do not speak any German when they 
start school due to recent relocation?  

Children from non-German-speaking backgrounds with limited German language skills 
who have only lived in Germany for a short period of time will attend a preparatory class 
or a regular class with supplementary language support in a preparatory course (partially 
integrative or fully integrative concept). 

What happens with children who need cognitive, motor and/or socio-emotional 
development support, but who are otherwise linguistically competent?  
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These may also attend a junior class if the school management so decides. The junior 
class is for children of school age who exhibit support needs in the developmental area 
of language and/or in other development areas such as cognitive, motor or social-
emotional. 

Can children with special educational needs also attend the junior class?  

No. Children who have been assessed as requiring special educational support – where 
inclusive schooling in Year 1 of primary school would result in them being educated 
towards a qualification other than the primary school leaving certificate –  are not eligible 
to attend a junior class. Their educational entitlement is fulfilled directly through inclusive 
education or education through attendance at an SBBZ (Special Education Needs and 
Support Centre) 

Will junior classes be established at all primary schools?  

No. A total of 832 junior classes will be set up by school year 2028/2029. The locations of 
the junior classes will be established such that they are within reasonable reach for the 
children. 

At which locations will junior classes be implemented?  

To begin with, all existing primary school remedial classes will be converted into junior 
classes. A wider roll-out is expected thereafter. Junior classes will be set up by the state 
education authorities in consultation with the school management. 

How big will the junior classes be?  

Junior classes comprise 12 to 20 pupils, with an average class size of 16 pupils. 

When will the wider roll-out be completed?  

The wider roll-out will be completed in the school year 2028/2029 with 832 junior classes. 
Until the wider roll-out of junior classes is completed, schools are entitled to make a 
recommendation for a pupil to attend the junior class starting from the 2026/2027 school 
year. Compulsory attendance of a junior class will only come into effect once the wider 
roll-out has been completed. 

What happens with children who still require language support having completed 
the junior class?  

These children are typically given further language support in Year 1 and Year 2. If the 
school offers learning courses incorporating the child’s heritage language, ‘Learning with 
Momentum’ or other supplementary programmes through teaching assistants, the 
children will be able to participate in them. 

What happens with children of school age with increased language support needs, 
if the classes are oversubscribed?  

The school management will decide on junior class attendance based on an overall 
assessment of the developmental status at the time of enrolment. If more children be 
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registered for a junior class than there are places available, the school supervisory 
authority can allocate the child to another junior class. 

Do children attending the junior class receive a report?  

No. Pupils attending the junior class do not receive a report. 


