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What does the abbreviation VABO stand for?

VABO stands for ‘Vorqualifizierungsjahr Arbeit/Beruf’ (pre-qualification year for
work/vocational training), which is completed at school or college. It is a training course for
young people who speak little or no German. The aim is to learn German and prepare for a
training course or entry into working life. You also study Maths, English and some vocational
skills. The course runs for one year. There is no final examination but your language skills are
assessed (A2/B1).

You usually take a VABO course from around the age of 16. The requirements are that you
are of compulsory school age and cannot yet speak German well enough to start training. In
Baden-Wurttemberg, VABO courses are run at vocational colleges. This means specifically:

. Trade colleges (e.g. for technical occupations)
. Commercial colleges (for office work/business occupations)
. Colleges specialising in domestic science, nursing and social work

How does enrolment work?

. Usually through the education authority or integration management service in your
place of residence
. Directly with the vocational college

The VABO can lead to the AVdual, for example. Information about what Avdual stands for can
be found in our information sheet ‘What does AVdual mean?'.
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